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Editor Is Note : The l e t t e r  t ha t  follows was submitted with the project proposal, 
We believe it is beneficial  t o  reprint it here as an introduction t o  the proposal. 
7 olklore Ins t i tu t e  
Indiana University 
Bloomingt on, Indiana 
December 14, 1973 
D r .  John H e  Archer, Principal 
University of Saskatchewan 
It egina , Saskatchewan 
Dear D r .  Archer: 
When I took sabbatical leave from the University of Saskatchewan f o r  the 
year 1973-74, it was with the understanding tha t  I would spend a part of my time 
developing a proposal fo r  an ora l  his tory project f o r  the province of Saskatchewan, 
The Canada Council awarded me a Leave Fellowship t o  help make my work possible. 
The Folklore I n s t i t u t e  at Indiana University, through i t s  d i rec t - r  D r .  Richard Pi'!, 
Dorson, made me welcome as a v i s i to r  and gave me f a c i l i t i e s ,  encouragement and 
advice which have been of great help. 
Since I sent you a preliminary report last September, I have been i n  
correspondence with many ora l  his tory projects,  and have through t h e i r  generosi-ty 
received l e t t e r s  of advice, descriptions of t h e i r  projects and t h e i r  procedures, 
and copies of t h e i r  handbooks, p i d e s ,  annual reports,  and the forms and f i l e  
cards they use. I have studied the Folklore I n s t i t u t e  and the Archive of 
Traditional Music a t  Indiana University, the Roosevelt University Oral History 
Project i n  Labor History (chicago), the Canadian Centre for  Folk Culture 
Studies a t  the Museum of Man i n  Ot tawa,  the Archives of Folklore and Languages 
at Memorial University of Newf oundland, and the Northeast Archive of Folklore 
and Oral History at the University of P.aine, i n  Orono. I have consulted a good 
many fo lk lor i s t s  by but t  onholing them at the International Conference on 
Folklore i n  the Modern World, Indiana University, August, 1973, and a t  the 
annual meeting of the American Folklore Society, Nashville, Tennessee, November, 
1973. 
I was first encouraged t o  think about ora l  his tory by theacample and advice 
of an old fr iend,  Studs Terkel,  who long before he became known as the author 
of Division St ree t  and Hard fimes was demonstrating on radio and televiskon ' 
i n  Chicago what an exciting medium o r a l  his tory can be. When it became obvious 
t o  me tha t  a tremendous opportunity and need fo r  o ra l  his tory existed i n  
Saskatchewan, I was encouraged by Alan and Linda Quigley and t h e i r  OYY project 
group, by Allan ri. Turner, Provincial Archivist, by Frank Bogdasavich, Deputy 
1:inister for Culture and Youth, and by yourself both as Principal and as a 
Saskatchewan historian. 
It i s  with pleasure tha t  I submit the following report ,  and i n  the hope 
tha t  it may encourage the many p e o ~ l e  who are interested,  t o  cooperate i n  the 
formation of a Saskatchewan Oral History Project. I sha l l  be continuing my 
study of ora l  his tory,  and i n  a very modest way prsctising it. When I return 
t o  Regina as a full t ime teacher in  the  Department(.of English, I s h a l l  give the 
project any help I can. 
I must record here my thanks t o  the officers of the following projects,  
who generously sent me both materials and advice: the Alaska Library Associa- 
t ion ,  Bethel College, the University of California a t  Los Angeles, Public 
Archives Canada, the State  Historical Society of Colorado, the Oral History 
. - Research Office of Columbia University, Cornell University Libraries,  the 
Hagley Pbseum, the Jokrl F . Kennedy Library, the University of Iviichigan, the 
Ohio Historical Society, the Oklahoma American Indian Ins t i tu t e ,  the Pennsylvania 
S ta te  University, the University of South Dakota, the Southwest Collection, the 
University of Texas, the Harry S. Truman Library, Wayne State  University, the 
University of West Virginia, and the University of Wisconsin, 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robert C.  Cosbey 
l'rofessor of Znglish 
University of haskatchewan 
Proposal fo r  a Saskatchewan Oral History Project 
I. ~ J h a t  i s  Oral History? 
The term "oral history" i s  i n  i t s e l f  somewhat ambiguous, and i n  practice 
very d i f fe rent  kinds of projects with l i t t l e  more i n  common than the use of 
tape recorders a re  called "oral  his tory projects . I i  But the decision about 
what, exactly, ora l  h is tory  i s ,  wi l l  a f fec t  a l l  subsequent decisions of organ- 
izat ion,  collecting methods, transcription and storage,. and even select ion of 
equipment, so anyone proposing an o ra l  his tory project should start by expl&&ir,g 
what he means. 
The f i r s t  impetus f o r  an ora l  his tory project i n  Sasketchewan was the 
awareness tha t  there a re  s t i l l  old timers who reme~ber s ignif icant  segments of 
Saskatchewan's past,, and the common agreement t h a t  it would be admirable t o  
preserve somehow the memories of these older Saskatchewan people. A useful 
def ini t ion of ora l  h is tory  grovs logical ly  out of t h i s  prac t ica l  s t a r t ing  point. 
There are two kinds of ora l  his tory being practiced today. Cne, which has 
been developed by t r ad i t iona l  his tor ians,  i s  the use of the tape recorder as 
an interviewing device t o  produce h i s to r i ca l  records which w i l l  be used i n  the 
writing of books of history.  The other, which has been developed by fo lk lo r i s t s ,  
i s  the u.se of the tape recorder t o  preserve evidences of the fo lk l i f e  and o ra l  
t radi t ions of a people such as would not be preserved by other means, which w i l l  
be used by various kinds of researchers fo r  varied purposes. 
To i l l u s t r a t e  the  f i r s t :  hl lan Nevins, the American historian,-began at 
Columbia University i n  1948 an ora l  h i s t o r j  project which has been the model for  
most such projects i n  the United States  and has s e t  the tone fo r  the Oral 
History Association. I n  the age of telephones and rapid t r ave l ,  more and more 
high-level decisions a re  made which are  not recorded on paper (witness the 
recent in t e re s t  i n  cer tain White House t ' a ~ e s ) .  Therefore, i n  order t o  record 
how decisions were made, many ora l  h is tory  projects interview those people 
who were present or instrumental, and who cc?n rerrember the pertinent f ac t s .  
The interviews are usually recorded on tape, then transcribed onto paper, 
corrected and edited by the informants, and preserved as wri t ten records. 
The tapes a re  usually erased and re-used. Two of the largest  projects i n  o ra l  
history,  those of the John F'. Kennedy Library and the Harry S, Truman Library, 
are  examples of t h i s  approach. Typically, %he chief of the Harry S. 'truman 
project, James X, Fuchs, says i n  a l e t t e r :  "You w i l l  note tha t  we do not 
preserve our tapes and consider a t ranscr ipt  a s  the end product."l T h i s  approach 
i s  characterized, then, by the t rad i t iona l  concept of his tory as .flowing from 
the actions and decisions of key people, and a lso  characterized by the use 
of the  tape recorder as one s t ep  towards a typed document, From ora l  his tory 
i n  this sense have come a ser ies  of his tory books with a new sense of l ive l iness ,  
an accuracy i n  small everyday de ta i l s  and i n  the words people actual ly  used, 
seen i n  such works as James k. Burns's Roosevelt: The Lion and the FQZ, Joseph 
P. Lashta Eleanor and Franklin, and W i l l i a m  ~ a n c h e s t e r ' s  De at,h of a President. 
The other approach t o  ora l  history,  which is fo lk lo r i s t i c ,  uses the tape 
recorder t o  preserve two kinds of material: o ra l  evidence about the  informantst 
own l ives  ancl experiences, and ora l  t rad i t ion  about events before the  l ives  of 
the informants. 
I t ' s u r p r i s e s  most of us t o  real ize how remarkably tenacious, detai led,  and 
h i s to r i ca l ly  accurate ora l  t rad i t ion  can be. One of the most remarkable and 
moving examples of t h i s  i s  the s tory of how the ora l  t rad i t ions  i n  an American 
black man's own,family enabled him t o  return t o  the specific African vi l lage of 
h is  ancestors six generations back and f ind there an oral-tradition-which confirmed 
h i s  own.2 If we record the reminiscences of pioneers and old timers, it is  not 
only t o  hear s to r i e s  about the good old days--it i s  a l so  t o  obtain r e a l  h i s to r i ca l  
evidence. Oral t rad i t ion  i s ,  l ike  a l l  other sources of history,  subject t o  bias  
and dis tor t ion ,  but t h i s  i s  not t o  deny i t s  val idi ty ,  properly used. 
Oral his tory i n  this sense also preserves on tape the personal experiences, the 
daily l ives  and habits of past times. Think of hearing, i n  her own voice, a 
woman's detailed account of keeping house i n  a scd shanty. For many reasons, thaq, 
the f 'mal product of o ra l  his tory i n  this sense i s  not a typed transcript; but 
the recorded tape i t s e l f ,  often supplemented by photographs or artifacte~ 
Transcripts are l i ke ly  t o  be thought of as a convenient means of finding out what 
is on the tapes. 
Typically, the assistant archivist of the Southwest Collection at Texas 
Tech University, David Murrah, writes: 
While many o ra l  his tory programs furnish edited t ranscr ip ts ,  we 
f e e l  t ha t  the tape, and not the t ranscr ipt ,  i s  and should be the 
finished document of our work. Me are not attempting t o  make or 
produce books out of the ora l  reminiscences of witnesses: we are  
simply preserving the ora l  portion of history,  t ha t  portion which i n  
times past was e i the r  l o s t  or distorted.3 
D r .  Neil Losenberg, Acting Head of the Department of Folklore at Nemorial 
University of Newfoundland, advises i n  a l e t t e r  specif ical ly  about the proposed 
archives for  Saskatchewan: 
An ora l  h is tory  archive which keeps i t s  tapes and doesn't e d i t  its 
transcripts, . . is  a l so  a l inguis t ics ,  folklore,  sociology, etc. ,  
archive, a multi-purpose place of use t o  a wide range of scholars. 
Hence it i s  not only useful t o  the people of the province, it i s  
useful t o  scholars from a nurriber of places.4 
The products of o r a l  his tory i n  t h i s  sense a re  varied. They include the 
same kinds of his tory books as  grow out of the f i r s t  approach. But they a lso  
include the d ia lec t  dictionaries and collections of loca l  custom which a re  
coming from lkmorial University, the fo lk l i f e  h is tor ies  of the lumberman and 
the lobster fisherman which are  i n  progress at the Northeast Archive of Folklore 
and Oral History, and such published works as  William L. Aontell ls  The Saga of 
Coe Ridze sapd Studs Terkelsl Division Street, and Hard i'imes: an Oral Historv 
of the Great Denression i n  America. 
"Oral history" as the term i s  used i n  t h i s  report should be understood t o  
mean the collection of evidences of the fo lk l i f e  and t rad i t ions  of a people, 
recorded on tape and. preserved fo r  multiple use. It can be thought of as a 
general collection of the reminiscences of pioneers and old timers (which is  what 
I sha l l  recommend as  the f i r s t  phase of the Saskatchewan project ) , and equally as 
the-col lect ion of material on specif ic  subjects:  the his tory of the family farm, 
the his tory of p o l i t i c a l  par t ies ,  the his tory of medical services,  education, 
mining, forestry,  inter-racial  and inter-ethnic relations--all  from the points 
of view of a spectrum of participants. 
Projects already active which f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  category of o ra l  h is tory  
include the Archive of P'olklore and Language at hemorial University of Newfoundland, 
the Northeast Archive of flolklore and Oral History a t  the University of Plaine, 
the Southwest Collection at l'exas Tech University, and. the South Dakota Oral 
History Project athe University of South Dakota. It is t o  be hoped tha t  the 
planners and directors  of the Saskatchewan project w i l l  keep i n  touch with 
these projects and benefit  by t h e i r  experience. 
11. Why i s  an Oral History Project Needed i n  Saskatchewan? 
Saskatchewan i s  at a most interest ing point i n  time. There are s t i l l  old 
timers whose memories go back t o  the settlement of parts of the province, t o  
major events i n  our his tory,  and t o  de ta i l s  of fo lk l i f e  not elsewhere on 
record. Students i n  the  OFY project "Chapters i n  Saskatchewan Spoken History" 
were surprised t o  f ind  tha t  even f o r  the f i r s t  practice tapes they made, with' 
the f i r s t  informants they could reach, a wealth of d e t a i l  turned up about 
a r r iva l  i n  the province, about l i f e  i n  sod houses, about the Dir ty 'Thirties. 
There i s  simply no ~Ioubt tha t  a wealth of material i s  there,  i n ' t h e  memories of 
people who are extremely unlikely t o  get t h e i r  reminiscences down on paper. 
There is ,  it i s  equally c lear ,  a great urgency t o  immediate action, since 
many of the potential  informants w i l l  not be available much longer. This i s  
commonly t rue,  where ora l  his tory projects have sprung up t o  capture the 
memories of old timers. Students a t  the University of ihine who are compiling 
material fo r  a fo lk l i f e  study of the Maine lumbermen to ld  me tha t  when they 
went t o  the Penobscot Indians t o  get the s tory  of the Indians1 role  i n  lumbering 
(which was quite s ignif icant)  the Indians to ld  them they were just  three years 
too l a t e :  three years ea r l i e r  they could have interviewed several Indian 
veterans of the log drives,  but now none were l e f t  and the s tory  was l o s t  beyond 
recovery. 
Similarly, Pierre Berton, whose Klondike was based i n  part  on interviews 
with old timers, t e l l s  us i n  a note t o  the second edition: 
lkst of the material i n  the l a s t  chapter of t h i s  book comes from 
personal interviews with Klondikers, a l l  of whom have died since 
Klondike was f i r s t  published.. ..If I had waited a few more years t o  
write the book, such personal memories would have been impossible; 
indeed, before I finished the t ex t  a good many of m y  informants had 
already gone. Yet without these p r s q n a l  con~ersa t ions ,  the book 
would be much l e s s  effective.  6 
T'his sense of urgency hangs over a l l  who are  concerned with the possibili%y 
of an ora l  his tory project fo r  Sasketche~izn, Leo LaClare, chairman of the Oral 
History Committee of t,he Cmadfan History Association's Archives Section, writes: 
I would l i k e  t o  mehtion ny personal in t e re s t  i n  the ora l  his tory 
of S'askatcherian since one of my great grr?1~1dfathers, koise L' Heureux, 
was a pioneer rancher, farmer, md instructor  at the Indian school 
of Pelmas i n  the l a t e  1800's a?C! early L93O1s. I should record m 
grandmother 's remFniscences of b2 r  faJch~r  ar_d of pioneer days.. . . f
G. S. Jackson, Director of huc?io-Visuzl Services at the University of 
Saskatchewan ~2-gina cmpus, a f t ~ r  co-nn?nting con technical aspects of the 
proposal, added: "I just l o s t  x C~-.QCZ t o  rsco;-d a cousin who died at 107 
l a s t  year.. . .The things she could renezbar . , , . 8 
These are by no means uncommon c5serva.tions, as znyone familiar with 
Saskatchewan kno~l?~. Even a casnal ckeclc 01; the  obituary c6lumns w i l l  show 
tha t  people i n  t h e i r  80's a d  90's ,zxc rapidly d~ying o f f ,  taking with them 
memories we cannot recover. On2 02 the* First goals of the Saskatchewan Oral 
History Project must be t o  change ''T:Ic thngc; she could r ----:'YY!" t o  "The 
things she got dom on ta7e fo r  fu t l ro  gener~kions!" 
It i s  t rue ,  of course, t ha t  sane ?:Lte%pts hzve already been made t o  tape 
some of these resources. A t  l ea s t  om OFY gsoup did some collecting. A t  
l ea s t  one ethnic folklore group i s  collectins.  L'he i l inistry fo r  Culture and 
Youth, i n  the "iowards a New Past" pro,jzct Zn the sumer of 1973 sent some 
t h i r t y  collectors out. S o x  u r l iv~r5 i ty  p.nofe~sors Pave made personal collections 
i n  the i r  own f ie lds .  Some collectors f ro3  ou"izi.de the province have collected 
materials, as Dr.R.olsert B. Klymasz, of t5e Canzdian Centre f o r  Folk Culture 
Studies, for erample, has collected monf Slavic groups i n  Saskatchewan, 
Piaitoba and Alberta. Several ,:holc"rs i n  the f l e l d  of anthropology have 
collected materials mong the Native Pco?les. 
What i s  apparent, however, i s  tha t  no coordinated project t o  send collectors 
i n t o  the f i e ld  ex is t s  t o  take 2.dvz.ntage of the present but f lee t ing  opportunities 
and no central  depository ex is t s  t o  mzke th2 collected resu l t s  available t o  
researchers. There ara many dmgci-c Fn undisciplined collecting: tapes may be 
ineff ic ient ly  recorded, or h8phTzardly stcred so tha t  they de ter ior ia te ,  or kept 
i n  scattered places so  as t o  be useless. Collected information maybe scrappy, 
incoherent or crypt ic ,  or so  poorly annotz.ted 2s t o  be useless t o  historians.  
Collected material may be used i n  w y s  tha t  v i o l ~ t e  the  r ights  of informants 
and al ienate  them, making fur ther  collectLng d i f f i c u l t .  There i s  a very great 
need for  professional super~.6s?-on of c o l i e c t i n ~ ,  f o r  a common s e t  of standards 
rn-6. procedures, and fo r  a central  ar4 professional archive. 
Once the project i s  s y s t e ~ a t i c z l l g  i n  operation, 2.nd the reminiscences of 
old timers are  being made a v a i l a b l ~  i n  professFonal form t o  researchers, the  
Saskatchewan Oral History project c?n Se direc-ced towards selective collecting 
i n  specif ic  sub,j-.cts. Perhap- the proj~c"i,~5Ll concentrate on cer tain towns 
or  other points of h i s to r i ca l  in'cerest. Per;?z?s it w i l l  coxpile h is tor ies  of 
the  family farm, or of nlzd:i.cine, o r  ;;reek soc ia l  ~r,: ;, I;: -1,s such as occurred 
during the Depression. I n  all sucr? p:-ojzcts, the technique of o ra l  h is tory  
can produce mxterials una.railz,ble throuzh o thw Fources. 
Eventually, an o ra l  his tory archives might be expanded or coordinated ~ 6 t h  
museums or other archives t o  make available not only taped evidence but photo- 
graphs, moving pictures,  videotape, and such non-print h i s to r i ca l  materials as  
newsclips from televis ion newscasts, etc., so tha t  at some future time the 
sibdent of Saska tchew~ his tory  could not only read about past events but t o  
some extent see and hear them, 
It i s  t o  be hoped tha t  the urgency of gett ing recorded the rerxixiscences of 
our old timers w i l l  move us t o  se t  up an organization capable not only of making 
those'reminiscences permanently available,  but a l so  of putting on record f o r  
future ci t izens many other collections of the kind tha t  only a well-organized 
ora l  his tory project can produce. 
111. Proposal f o r  an Oral History project: (1) Committee and Director 
The chief purpose of t h i s  report i s  t o  urge tha t  a Saskatchewan Oral History 
Project be established as soon as possible, so tha t  coordinated collecting can 
begin i n  the swnmer of 1974, and the archives be operative i n  the f a l l  of 1974. 
There i s  no need t o  s e t  up an expensive or elaborate organization; indeed, the 
planners should qui te  properly demand t o  see some f r u i t f u l  a c t i v i t y  on a msdest 
scale  before recommending the allocation of funds, space, and e f fo r t  on a rela- 
t i ve ly  large scale. Two things are ,  however, of immediate and imperative urgency. 
F i r s t ,  a start must be made immediately. Second, the project, since it can be 
expected t o  grow, must be organized from the beginning i n  a way compatible t o  
growth, so t h a t  l a t e r  reorganization w i l l  not be necessary. 
F i r s t ,  then, I recommend tha t  the University authorize fonnation of a 
Saskatchewan O r a l  History Project as a uni t  of the University of Saskatchewan 
Regina Campus, t o  be housed for  administrative purposes wherever it seems best  
t o  the Principal and h i s  advisors (possibly as a separate uni t  reporting t o  him 
as an academic service. It cctuld logical ly  be part of Canadian Plains,  the 
Department of History, the Humanities Division, the Division of Social  Sciences, 
Audio-Visual Services, or the Provincial Archives, but i n  any of these cases the 
in t e res t s  of the other groups would seem t o  be slighted,)  
I recommend tha t  the University invi te  the I 'linistry of Culture and Youth, 
and the Provincial Archives, t o  join the University i n  appointing members t o  a 
Saskatchewan Oral History Committee. The Committee ' s function should be t o  
draw up a s p c i f i c  proposal, t o  recommend a candidate f o r  the position of 
Director, and t o  approve a l l  plans f o r  collecting, archiving, and use of 
materials. I would hope tha t  as  one of i t s  f i r s t  items of business the 
Committee would study t h i s  report and recommend adoption of as much of the  
detai led proposal as seems f i t t i n g .  
Such a cormnittee w i l l  be needed not only t o  get the project s ta r ted  but t o  
make d i f f i c u l t  policy decisions as  the work of the  project grows. 2 i t e  
only one problem: there i s  much more opportunity fo r  collecting than we can 
take advantage of. What particular projects should be authorized or encouraged? 
I n  my judgment, the Committee should include members representing the 
Principal 's of f ice ,  the Canadian Plains Ins t i tu t e ,  the Bilingual Program, the 
Department of German and Slavic Studies, the Department of History, Audio-Virlal 
Services, the Provincial Archives, and the 1,inistry of Culture and Youth. 
Zl;he Directox. I was surprised, as I v is i ted  several o ra l  his tory projects 
and read about others, t o  discover how many of them owe t h e i r  inception or 
t h e i r  continued existence t o  the time, energies, and devotion of single 
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individuals. The Columbia University project was brought i n t o  being by the 
stubborn e f fo r t s  of Allan Nevins. The Foxfire project was s ta r ted  by an English 
teacher looking f o r  subjects his students would write about with enthusiasm, 
and sending those students out t o  report on t h e i r  own fo lk l i f e  roots. The 
Northeast Archive of Folklore and Oral History was s tar ted by one fo lk lo r i s t  
i n  the  Department of English. The Roosevelt University Oral HistoryProject  
i n  Labor History i s  the product of one energetic historian. I n  many other 
cases, the same is true: one stubborn enthusiastic person has bulled through a 
program, often i n  sp i t e  of neglect or opposition, which has th'm been recognized 
as  valuable. 
I n  Saskatchewan, it i s  t o  be hoped tha t  the pattern w i l l  be somewhat d i f fe rent ,  
tha t  several people alrecady interested i n  such a project can come together and 
i n s i s t  on i t s  inception. But even so, they w i l l  need a d i rec tor ,  and one with 
energy and dedication. He must coordinate the various collecting ac t iv i t i e s .  
He must see t o  it tha t  wherever possible funds from CFX U P ,  IXP, and similar 
programs are used for  collectirig. He w i l l  need t o  publicize rules  f o r  
collecting, including the ethics  of collecting and the use of materials. He 
must publicize the project and conduct surveys t o  f ind informants. He must 
see t o  it tha t  specif ic  proposals are drawn up i n  cooperation with groups 
interested i n  collecting or sponsoring collectors. He must see t o  it tha t  the 
collected materials are properly indexed, catalogued and stored. He must 
encourage such use of the materials as  w%&lin the long run jus t i fy  the whole 
project (and a t  t r a c t  funds, incidentally,  such as  Canada Council funds. ) 
When 1 original ly  proposed an ora l  his tory project,  I suggested tha t  these 
functions might be taken over by the Provincial Archivist. The more c lear ly  I 
see what i s  involved, the l e s s  pract ical  it seems t o  add such dut ies  t o  an off ice 
which is already a demanding one. 'Therefore, one of two other steps should be taken. 
F i r s t :  A new position should be established, t o  be called Director of the 
Saskatchewan Oral History Project. It should be f i l l e d  by someone with t raining 
i n  o ra l  his tory (or someone willing t o  take the summer classes Offered by Columbia 
University, Berkeley, and a few other universi t ies ,  or the ora l  his tory workshop 
offered annually by the Oral History fissociation) . The candidate should have a 
background i n  his tory o r  folklore,and must be familiar with Saskatchewan. 
Such an office need not be f i l l e d  by a high-ranking or  high-salaried person. 
What i s  needed i s  not a prestigious scholar, but an ac t ive  energetic and 
in te l l igent  coordinator. A young man with proper qua.lifi.cations, a t  a sa lary  
comparable t o  tha t  of an administrative ass i s tan t  or tha t  of a lecturer  would 
fit very well f o r  a start. 
Second: iis an al ternat ive t o  the above proposal, the job 7 have described 
could be s p l i t  i n t o  two: a d i rec tor  . and an archivist .  The f i r s t  would d i rec t  
a l l  ac t iv i t i e s  which r e su l t  i n  tapes; the second would d i r ec t  the indexing, 
cataloguing, storage, and use of the tapes. It might be possible t o  f i l l  one or 
both of these positions on a part-time basis by releasing a present s t a f f  member 
from part of h is  present responsibil i t ies.  
"I'e d i rec tor  i s  the key man. Although it i s  cer tain tha t  i n  Saskatchewan 
an ora l  his tory program of any scope w i l l  come about soon only bp the cooperative 
e f for t s  of many people, it i s  equally t rue  tha t  a good director  i s  needed t o  keep 
things coordinated and keep them moving. For this reason, I tend t o  favour the 
f i r s t  alternative above, and the search fo r  a young, qualified individual t o  
f i l l  a new position. However the problem i s  solved, it should be solved soon. 
One of the f i r s t  things the director  should do i s  t o  see tha t  applications fo r  
OFY and similar grants go i n ,  i n  time f o r  work i n  the summer of 1974, which means 
somebody must get t o  work very soon. 
IV. Proposal f o r  an Oral History Project : (2) Collectors and Their Tra5ning 
Who sha l l  be the collectors of materials i n  ora l  history,  and what t ra ining 
do they need? I n  the  ora l  his tory projects which serve t rad i t iona l  history,  
such as the John F . Kennedy Library and the Harry S . Truman Library, it i s  usual 
t o  have trained professional interviewers on s t a f f .  The advantages are  obvious; 
the disadvantage i s  a matter of cost: very few projects can afford full-time 
professionals. 
I n  many small projects, the one person whose energies keep the project going 
i s  a lso  the only regular collector.  I f  they a re  fortunate,  such projects may 
from time t o  time obtain grants,  but usually these are  used up i n  hirFng t ranscr ibers ,  
Where an ora l  h is tory  project has grown out of the a c t i v i t i e s  of university 
classes,  students have often been used as  collectors,  receiving credi t  f o r  t h e i r  
work as part of the required class  ac t iv i ty .  Student collections,  which can be 
quite re l iab le  i f  the  classwork includes proper theory and supervision, form 
important parts of the archive collections at the Folklore I n s t i t u t e  at Indiana 
University, the Archives of Folklore and Language at Iviemorial University, and 
the Northeast Archive of Folklore and Oral History at the University of PIaine. 
I n  a l l  of these,  the collecting i s  carried out as  part  of the work of classes 
i n  folklore. 
I n  Saskatchewan, what sporadic collecting has been done has been mostly the 
work of scholars i n  anthropology or h is tory  assembling materials f o r  t h e i r  own 
research, or the work of students on OFY o r  Tuwards a New Past grants,  sent out 
with m i n i m a l  preparation and no t raining i n  collecting o r  archiving (due part ly ,  
t o  be sure, t o  the pressure of time.) 
To decide what i s  needed, we should f i r s t  review what it is tha t  a col lector  
needs t o  know, what kind of t ra ining i s  fundamental. 
(1) P'irst, a col lector  must know as much as possible about the subject on 
which he seeks information. Professional interviewers spend many hours i n  
research preparatory t o  each hour of interviewing. It takes information t o  
get information. That was borne home t o  me dramatically when I s a t  i n  on a class  
i n  folklore at the University of Maine. The students had, invi ted an old former 
lumberman t o  t a l k  about the log drives on the Bangor River. 'l'hey had prepared 
i n  advance a large model of the log-sorting boon on the r ive r ,  at which the 
informant had worked i n  his youth, and had read everything they could find about 
it, and were f u l l  of in te l l igent  questions. When the man heard t h e i r  questions 
he was much excited, and poured out a wealth of detailed information about how 
the sorting operation was carried out--information nowhere i n  print.  
One of the devices of teachers of folklore i s  t o  send t h e i r  students t o  t h e i r  
own home towns and t o  t h e i r  own re la t ives  fo r  information, which gives them 
immediate advantages of access and background. A t  the  1973 meeting of the American 
Folklore Society, one of the papers presented t o  tha t  professional body was an 
i l l u s t r a t e d  report  on q u i l t s ,  qui l t ing,  and the soc ia l  customs associated with 
qui l t ing  i n  a small Georgia com~~n~nity. The author was an undergraduate student; 
the chief informant was her own grandmother. 
If  a Saskatchewan col lector  were going t o  interview people about l i f e  i n  sod 
houses, he would first need t o  read everything he could on the subject ( s ta r t ing ,  
perhaps, with Roger Welschls Sod Walls: The St,ory of the  Nebraska Scd House, 1968) .9 
He would need t o  consult the  Saskatchewan History and Folklore Society's ros te r  
of sod houses, and t h e i r  committee reports. He would need t o  aseemble 8 x 10 
reproductions of typical  photographs t o  show informants as  the basis  f o r  questions 
and t o  stir memories. Thus prepared, he could ask in te l l igent  questions, could 
avoid information already i n  pr int ,  could spot leads t o  follow up, etc.  He would 
not simply be saying "Tell  us about the old days," and turning on the tape recorder. 
Before any collectors are sent out, the Committee or  the Director should have 
drawn up a L i s t  of Questions, outlining the kinds of information t o  be collected 
i n  Saskatchewan, so tha t  the collector w i l l  not neglect areas of information. 
Such a list takes time t o  prepare but i s  very useful  thereaf ter ,  not as  a s e t  
form fo r  interviews but as a reminder t o  collectors of areas of in te res t .  A copy 
should be given t o  each col lector ,  and he should know how t o  use it.10 
(2) A col lector  needs t o  knov h i s  equiprcent . He must be so  familiar with 
h i s  tape recorder tha t  he can use it casually, and seem t o  ignore it, s o  tha t  
it w i l l  not be forbidding t o  informznts. He must know enough not t o  -st the 
recorder and the microphone on the same table  (where recorder noises w i l l  be 
picked up and the s e t  loo!< most formidable 1, unless he works with a buil t - in  mike. 
He must know how t o  change ree ls  or cassettes quickly and casually, how t o  
ad just a microphone t o  avoid beckground noise, what t o  do about loud clocks, 
etc. ,  which the human ears ignore but the machine picks up, how t o  allow f o r  low 
voice levels,  pressuring a hesitating informant, how t o  key i n  discussion of a 
photograph or object so the interview w i l l  make sense t o  anyone l is tening t o  the 
tape--dozens of other such points. He should know how t o  use a simple f lash camera, 
t o  get photographs of informants and, i f  called f o r ,  of t h e i r  too ls ,  workspaces,etc. 
(3) The col lector  must know the techniques of interviewing: how t o  prepare 
an informant by l e t t e r  before the interview t o  give him time f o r  recollection, 
how t o  break the i c e  and establ ish rapport, how t o  guide the t a l k  without s h t t i n g  
off valuable reminiscences on other subjects,  how t o  judge when t o  end the in te r -  
t i - 1 7 ,  and whether t o  return f o r  more. He must know what f i e l d  notes are needed 
for  researchers who w i l l  use the tapes; what information about the informant and 
h i s  history; a l so  what notes t o  take fo r  the transcriber of the tapes, such as 
spellings of proper names, etc.  He must lmow how t o  e l i c i t  material which is 
controversial or charged with emotion, since a serious record of the past must 
cer tainly include such material, and how to draw it out without taking sides or 
rousing ill w i l l .  
(4) f ie  col lector  needs t o  know the ethics  of collecting and interviewing. 
He must make it clear  t o  everyone thz t  he i s  an agent of the l r o j e c t ,  not 
c o l l e c t i ; ~ ~  material for  his own use or fo r  commerical use, and tha t  the infor- 
mant has the r ight  t o  determine what information he w i l l  give and what res t r ic t ions  
s h a l l  be placed on i t s  use. He must use no tric!tery, and especially must never 
record without the informant's knowledge and consent. He must be able t o  explain 
the relec~se forms by which the infomnmt gives the project the r ight  t o  make 
material  available t o  researchers, and the res t r ic t ions  which will be put on the 
use of materials. He must be able t o  explain the informant's continuing r ights  
t o  h i s  own material even though the property r ights  t o  the tapes and t h e i r  
verbatim contents w i l l  belong t o  thz Project. 
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Sixth, the G-ral History Project should en l i s t  groups interested i n  special  
aspects of Saskatchewan his tory (such as community c l in ics ,  wheat pools, labour 
organizations, women's movement groups), t o  subsidize collecting of the o ra l  
h is tory  of the groups, the collectors t o  be trained by the Project and the 
tapes t o  be available for  research i n  the Archives. 
I n  a l l  such ways, and as many more as can bs thought up and put i n t o  
practice,  we should be en l i s t ing  help i n  supporting collection, always ins i s t ing  
on the coordination of projects,  the t ra ining of col lectors ,  and the retention 
of tapes i n  the Archives. 
V. Proposal f o r  an Oral History Fro jec-t : (3)  The Archives and the use of 
Recorded Materials 
I n  t h i s  section, I recommend a spsc i f ic  system for  the accession, storage, 
and use of collected materials, hy suggestions a re  based on an examination of 
many oral  his tory p ~ o j e c t s .  Some I vis i ted 2nd studied on the spot;  many others 
sent me descriptions of t h e i r  procedures 2nd samples of the i r  works sheets,  index 
cards, e t c  I have combined a l l  I could learn from these systems i n t o  one 
system which would f i t  our needs simply as possible, using as few forms and 
a s  few steps as possible, which would serve the needs of researchers e f f ic ien t ly ,  
and which muld  be logical  enough t o  be e f f ic ien t  no matter how large the 
Archives may i n  the future become. 
(1) T_he Collector Submits M?.terial. I n  what form should collectors submit 
material t o  the Archives!' This question must be considered i n  conjunction with 
another: what equipment h i l l  the collectors be using? 
A s  fo r  equipment, I f ind a surprising unanimity among ora l  his tory projects, 
I f  nicney were no object, we should use the l a t e s t  model Magra reel-to-reel tape 
recorders (and we should, i n  any case, t r y  t o  obtain one such recorder for  
special  use.) Since the cost makes the Nagra impractical f o r  our f i e l d  use, 
we shoiald consider the Sony TC 800B, a five-inch reel-to-reel portable recorder 
currently se l l ing  f o r  $280.00 U .S. host ora l  his tory projects which have pro- 
fessional interviewers use t h i s  machine. However, since our collectors w i l l  not 
be professionals, it makes more sense t o  use as our standard f i e l d  equipment the 
Sony I'C 110 cassette recorder a small, unobtrusive but very e f f i c i en t  machine 
se l l ing  at under $100.00 U .S .I4 I sha l l  assume, therefore,  tha t  recorded rnaterLa1 
comes t o  the hrch5ves on cassette tape. 
The collector w i l l  subvit t o  the Archives a )  h i s  cassette tapes, with his 
name, etc.  on a labe l  on the cassette i t s e l f  md  on the container. He w i l l  a lso 
submit b) a release form signed by the informant (See Figure I) , c)  a photograph 
of the informant and any other photographs collected a l l  with identifying notes 
on the back, 61) his  f i e l d  notes giving the background i n f o m t i o n  about the 
informant (his  age, places of habitation 15th dates ,  schooling, profession, 
etc.  ) , and e )  his f i e l d  diary (giving notes useful t o  future col lectors) .  He 
w i l l  a l so  f i l l  out, on the accession sheet, information about the tape, the 
collecting session, e tc . ,  and 1dl1 enter on the accession sheet a br ie f  index 
of the contents of the tape, keyed t o  the counter of his own tape recorder, 
with a para l le l  s e t  of notes fo r  the transcriber (See bottom portion of Figure 11). 
The f i e l d  diary,  which i s  fo r  the use of other collectors,  is  se t  aside i n  a 
s p e l ~ a l  f i l e .  The other m a t e r i d  i s  taken over by an accessions clerk (a function 
which i n  our case w i l l  be one of the duties of the steno-transcriber). 
(2) The Frocess of Accession. When a uni t  comes i n  from a col lector ,  con- 
s i s t ing  of one 0-2 more cassette tapes and the other material noted above, that 
unit  i s  given an accessions number, indicating the year and the item number. 
(Thus the accessicns number '74-103 would mean the one hundred and th i rd  unit 
accessioned i n  the year 1974.) This accessions number 5 stamped on each page 
of a l l  material re la t ing  t o  the uni t :  accessions sheet,  f i e l d  notes, photographs, 
etc.  T h i s  i s  the  bsce number, on which a l l  f i l i n g  and access winbe  based. 
An accessions card is  made out for  each item, giving name of informant, 
name of .col lector ,  date and place of collecting, and a very br ie f  indication 
of subject. The accessions cards, numerically f i l e d ,  are the basic index of 
the archive materials, corresponding t o  a l i b ra ry  shelf l is t ,  
A t  the same time, 2n accessions folder i s  stzmped with the accessions 
number. This fold-er, vhich w i l l  hold a l l  material about the tapes i n  one 
un i t ,  i s  f i l e d  numerically. In  it w i l l  go accessions sheet, informant's 
release form, co l lec tor ' s  f i e l d  notes, ph~t~ographs 'nd negatives. I f  a 
transcription i s  l a t e r  made of the tapes,  t ha t  1: stored i n  this folder also. 
Hgure I : R.elease T'srm, t o  be Signed by Each Inf omvl t  (The r e s t r i c t ions ,  here 
i l lus t ioa t  ed , v i l l  probably be rare. ) 
Saskatchewan Oral History Archives 
Release Form 
I hereby donate t o  the Saskatchewan Oral History Archives the taped 
information I have t h i s  day given t o  John Smith , col lector ,  by tape 
recorder. I understand tha t  the taped material w i l l  be stored i n  the Archives 
and made available f o r  responsible use, and tha t  it  rill not be used verbatim 
except mith the written permission of the Director. 
James Bro-m (signature ) 
It i s  understood tha t  t h s  material about the troubles i n  our church w i l l  not 
, be released f o r  use Sefore my death. 
J m e s  Bro1.m 
John Smith ( ~ r i t n e ~ s  ) 
The accessions sheet on which the collector has entered basic information 
and an index of his tape, i s  a lso  a workflow sheet,  on which the various s teps 
t o  be taken with the material are  checked offvhen coxpleted, with the date  of 
completion and the i n i t i a l s  of the workers. (See Yigure 11.) 
A collector iqdex card i s  made which bears the name of the col lector  and 
accession numbers of a l l  items he has collected. These cards, f i l e d  alphabetically, 
form the collector inclex. 
An informant 5.nde;: card i s  made, bearing the name of the col lector ,  h i s  
'place of habitation, ar!d the accession numbers of a l l  items f o r  which he is the 
informant. These cards, f i l e d  alphabetically, form the informant index. 
A place name index card is made, bearing the name of the place which i s  the 
locale of the  taped information, identified according t o  a standard map of the 
Province, and accession numbers of a l l  items concerning tha t  place. 'I'hese cards, 
f i l e d  alphabetically, form the place name index. 
A number of subject index cards are made, based on the col lector 's  index, 
one card f o r  each subject,  such as people mentioned, occupations h i s to r i ca l  
events, etc.  Each card w i l l  contain one such heading and the accession 
numbers of a l l  items containing material on tha t  subject. These cards, f i l e d  
alphabetically, form the subject index. 
The cassette tape i s  stamped with the accession number. It is then dubbed 
onto master tape ( ~ r e f e r a b l ~  91 Scotch Brand No. 208 Low ~ r i n t / ~ o w  Noise quarter-- 
inch 1-laster ~ a ~ e ) .  The master tape i s  marked on the r e e l  and on the box with 
the  accession number. The tape, i n  i t s  box, is stored standing on edge i n  a 
wooden cabinet ( t o  prevent magnetic d is tor t ion) ,  a l l  the master tapes skored i n  
order t o  accession number, under temperature and humidity control. The cassette 
tape i s  erased and made available f o r  re-use i n  the f ie ld .  ( In  practice,  as 
w i l l  be seen, the use tape i s  dubbed from the cassette tape a t  the same time 
as the master tape.) 
A t  this point, accession and indexing are  complettr?. 
(3) Haking Naterials Available for  Use. 'The master tapes are unique. It 
would be dangerous t o  l e t  them be used, just as  it would be dangerous if  users 
of the Archives have access t o  the accessions folders. Therefore, we need t o  
reprduce  materials fo r  use. 
The tapes,  except f o r  portions res t r ic ted  by informants or judged 
unintel l igible ,  are  ' -' bed onto use tapes (preferably 3bl Scotch Brand AVC 
176 Heavy-Duty tape) . These tapes, marked with accessions numbers, are made 
available t o  researchers i n  a use area. 
The contents of the accessions folder a re  xeroxed and put i n  a use folder,  
marked by the accessions number, which is a lso  made available i n  the use area. 
ldhere t h i s  %use area w i l l  be i s  an important question. It should be physically 
separate from the storage area, t o  avoid confusion. For example, the archive 
s torage area might be i n  the Provincial Archives, where the master tapes could 
be kept under controlled temperature and humidity, and the use area might be 
i n  the Audio-Visual Centre or the Bilingual centre,  where equipment ex is t s  f o r  
l is tening to tapes. I suggest t ha t  the  researcher should come t o  the archives 
t o  consult the various indexes, then go t o  the use area t o  consult the use 
folders and l i s t e n  t o  use tapes. 
To what extent should tapes be transcribed? Transcriptions, which must be 
precise word-for-word records of what is one the tape, are very usef'ul t o  people 
working with the material. Ideally,  a l l  tapes should be transcribed, and f o r  such 
as are  not i n  English there should a l so  be a t ranslat ion of the transcription 
i n t o  English. 
But it can take up t o  f i f t een  hours t o  transcribe one hour of tape,  especiallg 
i f  the speaker has any kind of accent, and a r a t i o  of eight hours transcribing 
t o  one hour of tape i s  f5 . r ly  standard. Transcribing can, it i s  c lear ,  soon 
become very expensive. Therefore, it i s  necessary t o  propose tha t  tapes be 
transcribed- i n  order of t h e i r  apparent usefulness, and t o  the extent tha t  money 
becomes available. (Grant money from =I-', e t c  . , has been available f o r  this i n  
some projects. ) 
*en t ranscr ip t ions  a r e  made, they 15.11 50 Zeposited i n  the  accensicns 
folders .  Xerox copies w i l l  be made and deposited 5 n t h e  use fo lders .  
The use a rea  must be controlled by some kind of supervi.sor. Perhaps this 
function could be given t o  some one i n  the  Ludin-Wsual Centre or  t h ~  Bil ingual 
Centre. I n  any case,  use must be supervised, because t he  materials  on the  
tayes must be subject  t o  ce r t a in  r e s t r i c t i a c s ,  I n  l i b r z r y  terms, these 
materials  a r e  not  l i k e  boclta,, but  l i k e  unpub1is:icd ma~uscrlp',..~. E x h  user  rriust 
s ign 'an  agreement sheet  before using any materi;l, sta.ttinl t h a t  he understmdn 
and accepts t he  r e s t r i c t i ons .  The basic  r?sJ~r ic t io iz  must l)e t h a t  no mater ia l  
on tape or  t r ansc r ip t s  may be reproducad varb.?.t;in i n  &?y f o i ~  wlthout t he  m i t t e n  
consent of t h e  Director. 
The ul t imate  use of t he  materials  ~5.11,  i 2  the  long run, j v s t i q r  t k  brllole 
operation. With t he  set-up I have described, i t  r:ould- be e?fc t o  cccc7~ra-e 15ds 
use of the  archive mater ia ls ,  by researchers unclertalcing historical st .udies,  
e thnic  s tud ies ,  geographic or  l i n g u i s t i c  s-Ludies, by studer", doing r z s e a ~ c h  
for'  term papers, by members of the  public f-nte:-?rtcd I:? gsnealogy, c r  i c c a l  
h i s to ry ,  o r  educational radio  programs, e t c ,  Th2 ~ e - d e s t  pcssi3le use zhould be 
encouraged, at t he  same time t h a t  the  ;~rchfv? ~ n t o r i a l s  (2,s dis t i f i c t  from t h e  
materials  i n  t he  use a rea)  a r e  kept under tiql2L szcur i ty ,  It i s  t o  bo expacttd 
t h a t  the  r e s u l t s  of such use would include bool:s bp-s~d on till? mxterlnls ,  
a r t i c l e s ,  r epor t s ,  e t c  . , and a wide unclerstr:ld.inq m r !  zpp~.e~.:.?.+,!-~ii of t he  c r c l  
, t r z d i t i o n  of Saskatchewan. 
- - 
Figure 11: Accessions Sheet 
Saskatchewan Oral Hietory Arch:-y.es 
Accession Shect 
Accession no. 74-103 Accessior c a ~ d  rr,-?*Se 111,/6/7k, I'LL 
Collector John Smith Collector card made 1 %15&+,~ 
Date 1 3  June. 1974 Inf ormcnt czr? made , 14-/1/74 kL 
Informant J a s  Brown Subject cerd m6.3 16[6/7Lc 1,s 
Place Almont I,la,ster t r p e  mad-e 16&&174 GSJ 
Language spoken Use t ~ p c  made 1-6 /A /74, GSJ  
on tapes E n ~ l i s h  Transcription m~de  2 9 & / ? 4  J a  - 
li se Tolder made 17/u74 KI0 
Collector ' s Inde:: 
- 
Index Noted 
Tape 1 (of 3) .mr! ir, 'nt a r i  o : LI:\NC)L~,IS 
0-50 wliy came t o  Sask. from Ontario (Sorrg interrupted-I repeat  q w e t i o n  af t c r  
50-75 choosing s i t e  disturbance) 
75-130 help  from neighbors neighl~or : J ONSTOlE3 
0 130-260 how sod house was b u i l t  Spe ~ l ~ o t o  #2, fron f ~ , x ~ i l y  elbum, 2120 my 
260-300 how heated i n  r5n t e r  photo #3, of p~eserr t  rerr.zAns. 
< '  300-375 cooking, feeding animals 
(can't,) 
V I .  Fundinrr 
What w i l l  it cost  t o  s e t  up and maintain F U C ~  E:? Orzl- History Project  a s  I 
have proposed' While it would be d i f i ' i cu l t  -Lo r,ir!:e a prscisz  bu.~!get ?-t 'iih3-s 
point ,  an est imate of cost$ must ce r t a in ly  be przscntsd. 
F i r s t ,  it is expected tha t  the University of Saskatchewan Iiegina Campus 
and perhaps the Provincial Archives, w i l l  donate some f a c i l i t i e s  and services. 
It would be idea l ,  f o r  example, i f  space could be found i n  the provincial Archives 
fo r  the O r a l  History Archives, both because the f a c i l i t i e s  ex i s t  fo r  temperature 
and humidity control and because the Provincial Archives are  dedicated t o  the 
retention for  use of archival material. What would be needed would be shelf 
space in wooden cabinets t o  be specially constructed, a small amount of off ice 
space with work area for  indexing and accession work, and space fo r  f i l i n g  
cabinets and index cabinets (the l a t t e r  so s i tuated as t o  be available t o  
researchers . ) 
It is  t o  be expected, too, that  the University w i l l  make available,  
e i ther  i n  the Audio-Visual Centre or i n  the Bilingual Centre, a use area which 
w i l l  include l is tening booths (four, t o  start with, adjusted so tha t  tape cannot 
be erased), with some table-top desk surface f o r  researchers, a f i l i n g  cabinet 
for  use folders,  and special ly  designed wooden cabinets for  storing use tapes. 
A l l  t h i s  should be i n  an enclosed area, fo r  supervision. 
A s  fo r  equipment, the University may be able t o  donate the labour and 
materials t o  make the special  wooden cabinets needed f o r  storing tapes. (Their 
dimensions can eas i ly  be worked out from the dimensions of seven-incr tape 
boxes, since these boxes w i l l  be stored side by s ide,  on edge.) These can be 
only two at f i r s t ,  one f o r  the Archives and one f o r  the Use Area, each t o  hold 
f ive  hundred tapes. It may be that  the  University caa supply one three-drawer 
s t e e l  f i l i n g  cabinet f o r  each of the two areas, and index boxes for  3 x 5 index 
cs~rds ( s ix  such boxes, a l l  f o r  the Archives. ) 
I have been assured by the Director of the Audio-Visual Centre tha t  the 
equipment already exis t s  there for  high-quality dubbing from casset te  t o  master 
tape and i n  the same operation from cassette t o  use tape, and the equipment 
necessary f o r  l is tening t o  use tapes. I believe equipment a l so  ex is t s  i n  
Audio-Visual f o r  transcribing (which requires a tape recorder with foot control 
which can stop, s t a r t ,  and reverse the tape, 'fhe I'andberg 15-series and the 
Uher 5000 are most frequently used i n  o ra l  his tory ~ r o  jects,)  Perhaps the 
maintenance costs for  f i e l d  equipment could a l so  be donated by the University 
t'nrough Audio-Visual. 
I f  we can asaume that the above items can be supplied, the r e s t  of the 
necessary costs can be estirc,?.5kd . as follows: 
1. Personnel. 
Director of Project 10,000 
Steno-transcriber 6,000 
Part-time transcribers -2AQQ 
18,000 
2. Supplies 
Office supplies (letterhead, forms, 
cards) 500 
Tape ( a t  bulk price of 2.00 / 1000) 
3. Equipment 
Field tape recorders, Sony TC 110, 
ten mzchines at  100 1,000 
Desk, etc. ,  d-irector 700 
Desk. e tc .  steno 700 
IBii typewriter 
Of these sums, the $2,800 fo r  equipment would be a one-time expense u n t i l  
depreciated. The $18,000 sa l a r i e s  and $2,500 supplies would be ~ n m a 1 .  
What about the  cost of the actual  collecting? It is t o  be expected, as  
I have suggested i n  Section IV, tha t  our collectors trill be mostly students i n  
classes or people on government grants. Presumably, the government grant:; w i l l  
cover such expenses as  t ravel .  Sho~!.d we ~ o t ,  however, ant ic ipate  ~ z m e  expnses  
of t h i s  kind, and some t r ave l  on the pa:, of the d i r ec t  . It would seem 
reasonable t o  s e t  aside a modest amount f o r  t h i s  kind of expence, t o  be used 
at the discret ion of the dir3ctor under guidelines e e t  by the Committee. Say 
$2,000 per year. 
These figures a re  f a r  frorn inf lated.  Leaving aside the very s ignif icant  
contributions i n  space and services proposed for  the University, ws  can expect 
minimum expenses of $2,800 for  equipment, and an annual Sudget of 
Salar ies  18,000 
Supplies 2*5"0 
tiisc , 2.ooOL 
22,500 
. . 
- It *is ta be hoped thzt the University and the Government w i l l  agree tha t  
such rzvpojec t  is worth this much t o  Saskatchewan. I f  more funds are  available,  
more .can be done. I f  1-ess i s  a l l  t ha t  can be made av.z&lable, leas  trill. be done. 
But t h i s  seems a reasonrzbl.: estirr, -3 fo r  the project I have descrtbed. 
We should remember th8.t o-a1 his tory projects i n  the United Stxtes  agd 
Canada have benefit6 " from govrxment z:ld foundation grants. The Canada 
Council has great ly  eded. th.e work 02 the Archives of Folklore 2nd Language of 
::zmori+l University of Nexfoundland, i n  response t o  requests fo r  funds f o r  organ- 
izing, transcribing, 2nd the collecting of special  material. The - eynoldston 
Research andAstudies Project i n  Vmcouver has bsen funded. large17 through LIP 
gran*. O-"Y, U P ,  and the TNi-' funds have been granted f o r  collecting. A l l  of 
these sources are  p o s s t b i l i t i ~ s ,  but t n ~ ~  a l l  tend t o  operate on the  principle 
of the old adage, "God helps thoee who help themse1~-es . " '?hat i s ,  they w i l l  
support a ~ r o j e c t  yhich is  already i n  existence and can show resul t s .  So it 
is  very mch  up t o  the Universj-ty and the Government t o  establ ish the  Archives 
i n  the f i r s t  place, before these o-Lher sources car_ be approached. 
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s ix th  edition, 1951) . 
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edition, 1971) ; and Kenneth S.  Goldstein, A Guide fo r  Fieldworkers i n  Folklore 
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Landry of the Canadian Centre fo r  F olk Culture Studies ; D r .  Neil R.osenberg 
of the Archives of  Folklore and Languge a t  the Memorial University of 
Newfoundland; and D r .  Edwzrd D. Ives of the Northeast Archive ofFolk lore  
and Oral History a t  the University of Plaine. I have a lso  benefited- from 
information generously supplied by many others. Additionally, an important 
a r t i c l e  on cataloguing collected materials by Arlene Custer, the ed i tor  of 
the Nakional U n i ~ n  CataJnme of i'~~an11 scl,ri?t Collections published by the 
Library of Congress, i s  "Bibliographical Ident i f icat ion and Description of 
Oral History R.ecords , " pp. 99-102 i n  Selections from the F i f th  and Sixkh 
&tiona.l Colloali5 a on Oral Hic:tto~*y ( 1972) . 
14. The cassettes and cassette tapas used must be capable of giving a tone 
signal when the tape runs out, since it i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  monitor 
t h i s  visually under f i e l d  conditions. 
53 
c .  
.- 
Select Bibliography 
(Note : Starred items are  available i n  the ?-. Cosbey collection. See headnote 
t o  Secticn C.1 
n 
Theory, Background, and Iielated Fields (Note: See a l so  the  works l i s t e d  under 
Oral History Association, Section B. ) 
Dorson, Kichard 1;. , American Polklore and the  Historian (Chicago : University of ' 
of Chicago Press, 1971), especially "Oral t rad i t ions  and Written History" 
and "Local History and F olklore- " 
, edi tor ,  Folklore andF'olkl5.f e : An Int,roductioq (Chicago: 
University of Chicago P r e s ~ ,  19721, e q e c i a l l y  "biethods of Folk l i fe  Study 11 
, edi tor ,  Folklore and T radi t ional  History (The Hague : Kout on, 
. 
1973), a repr in t  of the J o u m l  of t,hn k l k l o r e  Inst,ituie 8 (1971 ), no. 2-3. 
, Folklore: Selected Essav-~. (Bl~omin~ton ,  Indiana: Indiana 
University Press, 19721, especially "The Debate Over the Trustworthiness of 
Oral ' Iraditional History" and "History of the E l i t e  and History of the 
Folk .." 
Finnegan, Ruth, "A Note on Orzl Traditions Histor ical  Evidence, " Historv -%d 
Theorv 9 (1970) : 195-201. 
Halpert , Herbert, ':- olklore and I'Jevfoundland : Ar Informal Introduction t o  the 
)Iaterials anc? Iviethods of I 'alklore," Ya~ers of the Biblioma~hical S~c-a 
of Canada VIII (1969) : 10-22. 
Junker, '&ford H., Field Work: An I n t , r o d u ~ ~ i o n  t o  the SocigJ Sciences (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1960). 
*Oral-History  soci cia ti on, Goal . s~nr lChj~~!~-n_~-s .  1 p. 1968. 
11 Schlesinger, Arthur Jr., On the Writing of Contemporary H l s t p y , "  Atlantic 
M o n t h l u l 9  (Fiarch 1967) : 69-74. 
B 
ICeports, Art ic les ,  Periodicals, e t c ,  , on Oral History 
*Alaska Library ~ i s o L i a t i o ~ .  Alaska Na5:~e Or21 Historv Project,. 1973. 3pp. 
*American Indian I n s t i t u t e ,  University of O!<lahoma. -he Doris Duke Indian Oral, 
Historv Proiect at the Uni~rera-tv of Oklahoma: A F i n a l  3 e ~ o r t .  1972. 32 00. 
Benison, Sault  "Oral History and ~la,nuscript Collecting, "Isis 53 @larch 1962) :113-17- 
, "Lieflections on Oral History, I t  Amerj can Archivist 28 (1965) : 71-77. 
*Bethel College, A Guide t,o the S&-ool.er Oral Historv Collection on World War I 
Conscientious Obiection. 1973. 
"Canadian Centre fo r  Folk Culture Studies of the National lJ~useum of lvian. A n  
Introduction t o  t,he Canadj-an C~ntrg for Folk C u l t , i i ~ ~  Sttiidies 1972. 
Columbia Universi ty Oral HistoryR esearch Office . R.eo~r-t . 1961-- 
'Cornell  bnivers i ty  Libraries.  Bul le t in  of Corn*r~ma,Oral H i e ,  
"Ten Year Review and Conclusion, " 3 (1971), ilo. 4. 
T .'...,., 
-I? * *Harm S. Trumm Library. P r a l  Histoxy Pro Sect of t he .  Harrv S d  - . - - a, 
R.evised ed i t ion ,  1972. 2 pp. 
* . His-t ori-ca1 MI-2teri:~ls i n  the  Harrv S . T- ruman Librarv. 1973. 
*Ireland,  Florence. '[he I\Torth~c?,r~.Arch&-~s of F'ol.klore and @a1 Hbtory :  A B r i d  
D s s c r i ~ t i o n .  a n _  Catalor o r  i t s  Holdings 1958-1972. Special Issues  of 
of Northeast E ~14l.cre 13 (1-972) . 
Journal  of Librar_i;_Hdst_o-ry (Froin 1956, has a regular department on Oral History.) 
LaClare, Leo, "Oral History i n  Canzda: an Overview." Or;?- 1 
(1973) : 87-97. Also published i n  TW.S "ablicatj.ons_ 2 (1973) : 16-19. 
C 
Handbooks, Guides, and Technical Information (Cosbzy Collection. A co l lec t ion  
of l e t t e r s ,  sample 2ccesslcn forms, re lease  forms, index cards,  work-flow sheets ,  
expense sheets ,  etc. ,  fron: twenty-four o r a l  h i s t o ry  projects i n  Canada and the  
United St.z.tes. This co l lec t ion ,  which a l so  includes the  s ta r red  items i n  this 
bibliography, w i l l  ' ~ e  made a v a i l ~ b l e  fo r  consultat ion at  the  Universi ty of 
Saskatchewan i n  Regina. ) 
*Baum, Willa K., Oral History f c r  the  Local His to r ica l  S o c j i  (I \~ashvil le,  
lennessee: American Rsscciation f o r  Sta te  and Local History, second ed i t ion ,  
1971). 
Col l i e r ,  John J r  . , V5 -- s u a l  Anthropology: rhotog-ashv as a R ~ e a r c h  Me thod (New 
York: Holt , I?i.reharl; and K1ncton, 1967) . 
0 
Evans, Fraqk, B, , TF? lid:n?.nistration of Modern Archives : m g  
Guide (inlashingtox, 13 .C . : Natlonal 1 rchives , 1970) . 
Goldstein, Kenneth S . , A Cuide fa- Field Workers i n  Folklore (Hatboro, Penna. : 
Folklore Associ~ke:; , 1964) . 
*Hagley Y~hseum. Hack?  !!~seum Ora1Jnterview 1Procedure : a G s u  . (nod.) 2 pp. 
*Harry S. Truman Library. Steos G e n ~ r ~ . 1 I T ! i n q  a  Oral Historv 
Transcript  f o r  t b a  Harry S 2r~.rnan.,_L~~hr,?-r_p. 1966. 2pp. 
*Indiana Universi ty Archive of Tradi t ional  lJiusic . &-uiment Recommended for  
Est ,zbl ishi rg  - an Audio A ~ h _ ; - v ~ ~ ? b o r ? ~ t , o _ ~ .  (n.d.) 2 pp. 
*Ives, Ed~rzrd D . , A lIanlla.1 f 0;- F5.eldb~orkers (Orono, b i n e  : Northeast Archives 
of Folklore and Oral History, 1573). 
*Johnson, LilaM.,  'Report on Equipment Used by Oral History Programs," &a1 
History Association Nsy&f.ter 7 (Septemberl 1973) : 2-3. 
*LaClare, Leo, m. F i s t  cry :I '~ci;h~n~les fo r  t he  Archivist  (Ottawa: h b l i c  Archives 
of Canada, 1971) , 12 p? 
Leach, MacEdward, and Hwry C- l a~s i c ,  A Guide f o r  Collectors of Oral 'Tradi t ions  
:nd Fojk  ?-d - c--.,,l 2,- 11 
-- -  - --- 
--- n-c 7 -3 van5 a,(Harrisburg : l'ennsylvania 
H i s t  o r i c a i  ~ - ? c ?  1 useuln C o m n i ~ ~ i ~ n ,  1968) . 
Lynd , Staught on, "Guerri l la  History i n  Gwy , I' Wfiarati-o~ 14 (October 1969) : 17-.20. 
Oral History Assdztion. Ni;rsl&ter. June, 1967-- (Quarterly).  
. Proceedings. Dixon, Elizabeth I., and James V.pfink. Oral 
History at Ar~owhead : ' Prog=_edj+~~,s of t!le Fir& Na,ti.ond- Colloauiu~rl en 
Oral ~ i s t o r v .  (Los Anze,le%: Oral History Association, 1367), the  f i r s t  of 
a sekies of repor ts  on annual colloquie. Followed 5y: S t a r r ,  Louis l!?ic, 
ed . Second National CoLl~qpi-urn on Or21 Ris t ,oy~r .  1967. 1968. Coleman, 
Gmld P., ed. Third Nat,ional Colloq~iium on Gral H i s t o r ~ ,  1968. 1969. 
Coleman, Gould t . , ed.. mlrt,ll Nat&lI~,l. Collo~ui~iim on Oral ii'.storv, 1959. 1 9 0 ,  
Olch, Peter D.,  e t  al.,  eds. S e l e ~ f ~ i o n s  fro.nt.he F i f t h  snd S i . y t , h l \ J a u ,  
Colloquia on Oral HistoE:. 1972. (Succeeded t he r ee f t e r  by %l-.ist,o_rg 
Bedew ) 
~ e s n i k ,  H. S . , "When Arrerica vas Singing 'Bucldy , ::an ,Ysu Spare z. Dime? ' I' 
Saturdav Rev-je1.r 53 (A ~ r i l  18, 1970 ) : 27-30. ( ~ e l r i e v  of Terkel, !!3LldA2f-) 
Reynoldston Research and Studies.  B@S Pu41ic3t.j-on. 1972-- ( 1 d . c ~  year ly)  
Shumway, G. L., Oral His t ,o ry j_n  the Unu,d-cL2t,es : A Djje- (Few Yor!:: 
Oral History Associction, 1971) . 
%keels,  Jack W. ,  "Oral History r ro jec t  on thb Devalopxcnt of Unionism Zn the 
Automobile Industry,  I' _L.?.?b,or%'t~ox~ 5 (1564) : 209-212. 
*South liakota Oral History Project  . ' & ~ S ~ u t , h  Dak~$,Exp,2rience : an Oral 
Historv Collection o f i t s  P ~ o ~ 3 f .  I (1972) ; I1 ( 1 ~ / 3 ) .  
Stevenson, Gordon, ed . , 5?r~nds j n A r c i  xal and Refeyence C o l l - p T l ~ - ~ r & d -  
Sound. Special  i s sue  of ~ ~ ~ r y , " ~ ~ e ~ ~ c i J .  21 (July  19.72) : 1-156. 
Terkel, LQNs. "Hard Times 1970: Oral Aistory of the  Recession, " &E&dL 
Times Plag,;lziin~, December 20, 1970, 1-0 f f . 
Ward, Stephen R., "An Early Assess~znt  of thz  South Dakota Oral History 2 r o  j ec t  , " 
South Dakota History 1 (Winter 1970) : 73-78. 
llSouth Dai:ota Fro joct Preserwr, Flood E x ~ r i e n c e ~  , I' Oral 
- ' 
~i s to ry '~s soc ia t i~  W s l e t t i r V I I  (June 1973) : 1 ,  9. 
Waserrnan, Manfred J . , Ei3J&3p3-cCn 0 1 ~ a l ~ i ~ ~ . o _ r -  ( I 2 ~ r  York: Oral History 
.2 Association, 1971) 
w y a t t ,  d i l l i a m ,  'Qesearching t he  Soxth Dakota F rontie$',Sq!-bh-?a:l'.;?i _- =- __n__U_l_..__U ?:?.&'~.?21' --- . .--- 
Bulle t in  52 (0ctober /Decernb?r 1566 ) : 151-155 a 
